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A Re—examination of ''Su Mu Zhe"
Wang Anchao Han Yu

Abstract:  "Su Mu Zhe" is a form of Qiuci music, an artistic expression in the musical and dance traditions of the Western
Regions that incorporates elements of both music, dance, and drama. As a product of cultural exchange along the Silk Road, it was
introduced to Central China and is not only documented in various classical texts but also verified through archeological evidence such
as reliquary images and murals in cave temples. lts legacy persists in musical instruments and compositions, exerting a profound
influence during the incorporation of foreign music into China. However, academic debates persist regarding the origins and artistic
classification of Su Mu Zhe. Through an investigation of cultural relics, cultural contexts, and historical texts, this study offers a new
analysis by examining the relationship between Su Mu Zhe and the "Pohan—Huxi" (A Winter Water—splashing Play), distinctions in
cultural connotations, and similarities and differences in performance styles. The findings indicate that Su Mu Zhe originated in the
ancient Qiuci Kingdom, gained widespread popularity in the Tang court, and was frequently celebrated in poetry. This research
advances a new understanding of how Su Mu Zhe integrated Western Regions culture into the Central China and provides theoretical
insights for the dynamic preservation and revival of traditional arts in the context of the new era.

Key words: Su Mu Zhe; Pohan—Huxi; Qiuci Music; Hu—music into China; Kizil Caves



