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The Aesthetic Imagery and Its Universal Value of the Guqin Piece Pingsha Luoyan
Wu Wenhua

Abstract:  Pingsha Luoyan (Wild Geese Alighting on the Sandbank)is a classic masterpiece of Gugin, embodying the widely
shared artistic aesthetic orientation among Chinese people. Different interpretations by renowned masters each possess distinctive
characteristics, meriting appreciation from perspectives such as music aesthetics, art philosophy, and music criticism. This study
examines the aesthetic experience that classic versions provide to listeners, based on three dimensions: first—degree creation
(compositional level), second—degree performance (interpretive level), and third—degree reception (audience reception level).
Integrating traditional Chinese imagery aesthetics, the analysis explores how different interpretations manifest both universal and
particular aesthetic qualities, employing contemporary concepts such as "creating and illuminating all things" to reveal how guqin
sounds transform from natural acoustics (wu jia, Object A) into aesthetic imagery (wu yi, Object B). It further deconstructs the modes of
existence of aesthetic imagery of Gugqin: the noumenon being peaceful, the metaphorical entity being elegant, the metaphorical image
being lingering, and the metaphorical meaning being vast and ethereal. This not only highlights the inheritance value of Guqin art but
also demonstrates Chinese people’s subjective consciousness of "graceful personality" in artistic pursuit.

Key words: Pingsha Luoyan; Guan Pinghu; Zhang Ziqgian; Imagistic Aesthetics; Art Philosophy; Music Criticism



