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On the Artistic Images of Fauré’s Mélodies: Taking Clair de Lune and Aprés un réve as Examples
Chen Shu

Abstract:  As representative works reflecting French composer Gabriel Fauré's stylistic evolution across different creative
periods, the mélodies Clair de lune and Aprés un réve not only bear the imprint of Symbolism and Romanticism but also, through
Fauré's distinctive tonal organization, melodic craftsmanship, and rhythmic treatment, fully manifest the multifaceted allure of his vocal
language while vividly delineating the unique profile of his art songs, thus endowing these compositions with an "Hellenic beauty. " By
examining the phonetic characteristics inherent to French vocalization and adopting the integration of poetry and music as an analytical
lens, this study investigates the melodic traits of these two mélodies, synthesizes Fauré's contributions to the French art song tradition—
encompassing the re—expression of musical emotion, innovative confluence of piano accompaniment and vocal line, and sophisticated
manipulation of harmony and tonality—and progressively traces how art songs construct artistic imagery, thereby offering valuable
insights for the performance and pedagogy of Fauré’s vocal works.

Key words: French language; Song cycle; Gabriel Fauré; Clair de Lune; Aprés un réve



