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On the Musical Iconography of Sanyue Ensembles in the Liao—Jin Period

Yuan Yuan

Abstract: Liao and Jin were northern minority regimes established by the Khitan and Jurchen peoples in Chinese history, whose

distinctive musical culture secured them an important position in the history of Chinese music. Sanyue was a representative musical

form during the Liao—Jin period, for which abundant musical iconography has been preserved. Centering on musical images from tomb

murals, brick carvings and related artifacts unearthed in regions including Hebei, Inner Mongolia, and Shanxi during Liao—Jin Period,

and adopting an interdisciplinary methodology that combines textual research with music historical and ethnomusicological approaches,

this study interprets these visual sources and systematically examines the instrumental combinations, organizational structure,

performance contexts and historical impact of Sanyue ensembles, thereby investigating the developmental features and transmission

patterns of Sanyue amidst the ethnic cultural integration of the Liao—Jin Period.

Key words: Liao—Jin Period; Sanyue; Ensemble Organization; Musical Iconography; Ethnomusicology



